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transportation, George Westinghouse stands amongst the
apostles of democracy. He invented and caused other men
to invent. He created companies and built factories in
many countries. He organized, stimulated, and guided
the activities of scores of thousands of men in the manu-
facture of prime movers and auxiliary machinery and ap-
paratus. His great service to mankind in this field of
manufacture of power was in developing the use of the'al-
ternating current for the transmission and employment of
electrical energy. That was his own work. He did more,
far more, for the foundation of that development than any
other man who ever lived. Into it entered his imagination,
his courage, and his tenacity Jn greater measure perhaps
than into any other of his deeds.

The state of the electric art when "Westinghouse first
became seriously interested in the possibilities of the alter-
nating current, was like that of the railroad art when Sir
Henry Bessemer brought forth his revolutionary invention
for making steel. Then the broad and rapid development
of the railroads was arrested by a stubborn physical fact.
Iron rails could not stand up under the increasing wheel
weights and speeds, and the price of iron rails had risen to
some four times the price at which steel rails were selling
when the Great War came. The cost of maintenance and
of new construction deterred investors, and the physical
limit set for weights and speeds set a limit to further re-
duction of transportation costs and to public service. Bes-
semer came with cheap steel, and the art of land trans-
portation started forward again and has never since been
arrested by physical conditions. This is one of the land-
marks in the history of civilization.

Something exactly analogous happened in the electric
art. When Westinghouse came seriously into the field,